NATURE AND AMERICAN INDIAN NAMES FROM THE CROW CENSUS DATABASE
BY: DR. DERYA AGIS

This study aims to compare the changes in the women’s names and men’s names alongside their family
duties, occupations, family sizes, ages, marital statuses, and dwelling types in the Crow tribe in Montana
from 1185 through 1930. The use of metaphorical animals and their meanings in relation to the social
statuses of American Indian women will be confronted with those of American Indian men. Concisely,
this study intends to show how a database proves the social importance of American Indian women
based on the concept of motherhood of nature in the Crow tribe. Some women could have been called
“Rain Bird,” “Red Breasted Bird,” or “Birdie Overground” until the 1930s during which American Indian
women were usually called with a first name and a surname. The historical changes in the education
level, household ranges, child numbers, and the marital statuses of Crow women will be analyzed in
relation with their social statuses from 1885 through 1930. These statistical analyses will explain the
changes in the roles of single and married women within the Crow tribe from 1885 through 1930 and
why they were given the names of animals. This study will prove that some animals were symbols of (a)
authority/respect, (b) love, (c) friendship, (d) motherhood, and/or (e) societal divides. These names will
reveal the importance of nature for the Crow tribe.

Key words: women, nature, metaphorical animals, motherhood, societal roles

DATABASE: Library @ Little Big Horn College: Crow Census Database:
http://lib.Ibhc.edu/index.php?g=node/95
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